Commentary by Skelton, Ike
Naval War College Review
Volume 57




Follow this and additional works at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review
This Additional Writing is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Naval War College Review by an authorized editor of U.S. Naval War College Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
repository.inquiries@usnwc.edu.
Recommended Citation
Skelton, Ike (2004) "Commentary," Naval War College Review: Vol. 57 : No. 1 , Article 12.
Available at: https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol57/iss1/12
COMMENTARY
NATIONAL SECURITY BOOK LIST
Congressman Ike Skelton
[On 9 June 2003 Congressman Ike Skelton (Democrat-Missouri) released his
“National Security Book List,” a compilation of books that he recommends as
required reading to all officers of the armed forces, to members of Congress, and
all others interested in national security issues. In a press release Congressman
Skelton explained,
Professional Military Education is a particular interest of mine. I consider myself
lucky that my longtime hobby as a military history enthusiast has complemented my
work in Congress as a member of the House Armed Services Committee. Through
the years, I have benefitted enormously by seeking out books recommended by oth-
ers who share my interest in history and military affairs. The fifty books I have cho-
sen cover the topics of leadership, character, and military art. The subject matter
ranges from ancient to modern warfare, although a large number of my recommen-
dations focus on the Civil War and World War II. By necessity, some excellent works
were omitted—such as Churchill’s outstanding six volume history of World War
II—but the list is comprehensive and covers each branch of the U.S. military. If one
undertakes to read the entire list, I expect it would be about a ten-year project. How-
ever, familiarity with this material should be invaluable to any officer preparing to at-
tend a war college.
Congressman Skelton, the ranking Democrat on the House Armed Services
Committee (HASC), was chairman of the HASC’s Panel on Professional Mili-
tary Education in 1987–88. He is currently the ranking Democrat on the HASC’s
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Russell F. Weigley. Macmillan, 1973.
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1988. 222pp.
A War to Be Won: Fighting the Second World War, by Williamson Murray and Allan
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Ghost Soldiers: The Epic Account of World War II’s Greatest Rescue Mission, by
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Nelson: A Personal History, by Christopher Hibbert. Addison-Wesley 1995. 472pp.
On War, by Carl von Clausewitz, translated by Peter Paret and Michael Howard.
Princeton Univ. Press, 1976. 717pp.
Personal Memoirs: Ulysses S. Grant, edited by Caleb Carr. Modern Library Classics,
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The Price of Admiralty: The Evolution of Naval Warfare, by John Keegan. Penguin,
1990. 353pp.
Reminiscences, by Douglas MacArthur. Naval Institute Press, 2001. 472pp.
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